
Helpful Hints 

• Always post your barn rules in a 
conspicuous place. 

• Riders should always wear approved 
headgear and appropriate shoes. 

• Compile a complete list of emergency 
numbers and post them in an 
accessible place. 

• Periodically inspect fence lines. 

• Keep aisles clear of all debris and 
ensure they are not blocked with 
equipment or furniture/obstacles.  

• Use releases for anyone who 
participates in any event-the release 
should be drafted by a qualified 
attorney.  

• Clean and inspect all equipment on a 
frequent basis-at least once a month. 

• Place safety triangles on all farm 
vehicles, especially trailers and tractors.  

• All business agreements should be 
written, regardless of whom the 
participants are, this avoids confusion 
or memory lapses.  

• Annually review all your insurance 
coverage to ensure it is up to date and 
adequate.  

• Remember that you still should act 
responsibly and take precautions. 

�Notes & Resources 

**Please note that this brochure is 
meant for informational purposes 
only and should not be construed as 
legal advice. For specific questions, 
please consult with a qualified 
attorney.  

Additionally, laws and regulations are 
subject to change, so we encourage you 
to review current state statutes to ensure 
you have the most recent information. 

Useful resources: 

Connecticut Bar Association: 
www.ctbar.org (860) 223-4400 

Connecticut Attorney General’s Office: 
www.ct.gov/ag   (860) 808-5318 

Connecticut Department of Agriculture: 
www.ct.gov/doag  (860) 713-2500 

State of Connecticut Judicial Branch: 
www.jud.ct.gov 

Connecticut General Assembly: 
www.cga.ct.gov  
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The state of Connecticut has a large number 
of horses which are used for a variety of 
purposes, including racing, breeding, 
showing and trail riding.  

Participation in equine activities carries a 
certain amount of risk, as horses can 
sometimes be unpredictable.  

The state of Connecticut has an Equine 
Limited Liability Law, which reads as 
follows: 

Chapter 52, Title 925 Sec. 52-557p. 
(Formerly Sec. 52-577p). Assumption of 
risk by person engaged in recreational 
equestrian activities, when. Each person 
engaged in recreational equestrian activities 
shall assume the risk and legal responsibility 
for any injury to his person or property 
arising out of the hazards inherent in 
equestrian sports, unless the injury was 
proximately caused by the negligence of the 
person providing the horse or horses to the 
individual engaged in recreational equestrian 
activities or the failure to guard or warn 
against a dangerous condition, use, structure 
or activity by the person providing the horse 
or horses or his agents or employees. 

****** 

It should be noted that each state has its 
own liability laws, and they may differ 
substantially. If you are taking part in an 
equestrian event outside of Connecticut, 
you should familiarize yourself with the laws 
of that state.  

Connecticut also has a law that protects 
landowners who allow their property to be 
used for recreational purposes, as long as 
they are not charging a fee or receiving 
financial gain for such use. The statute reads 
as follows: 

 

 

Chapter 52, Title 925 Sec. 52-557g. 
Liability of owner of land available to 
public for recreation; exceptions. (a) 
Except as provided in section 52-557h, an 
owner of land who makes all or any part of 
the land available to the public without 
charge, rent, fee or other commercial service 
for recreational purposes owes no duty of 
care to keep the land, or the part thereof so 
made available, safe for entry or use by 
others for recreational purposes, or to give 
any warning of a dangerous condition, use, 
structure or activity on the land to persons 
entering for recreational purposes. 
      (b) Except as provided in section 52-
557h, an owner of land who, either directly 
or indirectly, invites or permits without 
charge, rent, fee or other commercial service 
any person to use the land, or part thereof, 
for recreational purposes does not thereby: 
(1) Make any representation that the 
premises are safe for any purpose; (2) confer 
upon the person who enters or uses the land 
for recreational purposes the legal status of 
an invitee or licensee to whom a duty of 
care is owed; or (3) assume responsibility for 
or incur liability for any injury to person or 
property caused by an act or omission of the 
owner 
      (c) Unless otherwise agreed in writing, 
the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of 
this section shall be deemed applicable to 
the duties and liability of an owner of land 
leased to the state or any subdivision thereof 
for recreational purposes. 
Sec. 52-557h. Owner liable, when. 
Nothing in sections 52-557f to 52-557i, 
inclusive, limits in any way the liability of 
any owner of land which otherwise exists: 
(1) For wilful or malicious failure to guard 
or warn against a dangerous condition, use, 
structure or activity; (2) for injury suffered 
in any case where the owner of land charges 
the person or persons who enter or go on 
 

the land for the recreational use thereof, 
except that, in the case of land leased to the 
state or a subdivision thereof, any 
consideration received by the owner for the 
lease shall not be deemed a charge within 
the meaning of this section. 
Sec. 52-557i. Obligation of user of land. 
Nothing in sections 52-557f to 52-557i, 
inclusive, shall be construed to relieve any 
person using the land of another for 
recreational purposes from any obligation 
which he may have in the absence of said 
sections to exercise care in his use of such 
land and in his activities thereon, or from 
the legal consequences of failure to employ 
such care. 

****** 
These laws do not provide blanket 
immunity in all cases, but do provide some 
protection. You still must act responsibly. 
Therefore, it is important that as a horse or 
farm owner that you take all appropriate 
safety measures, and consult with a licensed 
attorney if you should have any legal 
questions or need documents drafted.  
There are also groups, agencies, and 
organizations which provide advice 
regarding safety, insurance, and legal 
planning. You should make contact with 
them to review your individual situation.  

It should also be noted that if you use 
releases or waivers for any activities, you 
should consult with an attorney rather than 
use a preprinted form from the internet or a 
book. Some states have statutory language 
that is required, and each situation is 
different. Consult with an attorney in order 
to ensure the wording is suitable for your 
needs. 

The steps you take protect yourself, your 
farm, your horses and participants. 
Remember to “Think Safety” and plan in 
advance. 


